Genetic marker variation in coastal populations of Chile.
Gene frequencies for nine genetic marker systems are presented for the following Chilean coastal populations: Paposo, Carelmapu, Laitec and Ukika. Historical and anthropological data suggest the presence of descendants of the Amerindian populations, specifically of Changos, Cuncos, Chonos and Yamanas in these populations. Results indicate that the studied groups maintain an important aboriginal genetic composition. According to Amerindian admixture estimates, the genetic isolation of coastal populations is lower than that of inland populations, suggesting that proximity to the sea facilitated gene flow. Genetic distances and dendrograms were obtained for these populations and another four Chilean Indian populations. Results agree with expectations, taking geographic isolation and non-aboriginal admixture into account.